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data, data science, and technological innovation to help 
underserved communities leap-frog inequities. 
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STAR TREK 
DESIGN 
PATENTS
BOLDY PROTECTING WHAT NO ONE HAS 
PROTECTED BEFORE…



Desig n Patent Basics
• Protects “ornamental” appearance of object, not function
• Protection lasts 14 years
• All view of the object must be shown
• Some overlap with copyright protection---but does not require a someone 

to “copy” the design.



Star Trek Desig n Patents
• 25 US patents, 5 Australian patents
• Directed to various “toy” spaceships, weapons, communicators, and 

costumes, and odd/ends



Examp le  Star Trek 
Desig n Patent



Examp le  Star Trek 
Desig n Patent



“Toy Sp aceship ”
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“Toy Weap on”



“Toy Weap on”



“Toy Weap ons”



Communicators



Tricord e r and  Gad g e ts



Uniforms



“The  Motion Picture” Font



And  finally….
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Superhuman Sensing for 
Multiple Disease 
Diagnostics

Confidential and Proprietary. Copyright (c) by Level 42 AI, Inc©. All Rights Reserved.
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Novel biofield energy, frequency and wavelength data for transparent, auditable,  just-in-time & point-of-need Assured 
Neuro Symbolic Learning and Reasoning (ANSR) interpretation, actionable insights, and knowledge creation.
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When the Invented Becomes the Inventor…

Daniel Brownstone

August 28, 2022

Can Data Get a Patent?
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Could Data Get a U.S. Patent in 2022?
What does the law say?
 ”Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, 

manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful 
improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title.”

35 U.S.C. 101
 Does “whoever” include Data?
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DABUS
 Device for the Autonomous Bootstrapping of Unified Sentience
 “Created” Food Container and Devices and Methods for Attracting 

Enhanced Attention
 Thaler listed DABUS as inventor



36

Whoever invents or discovers any new and 
useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful 
improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title.

35 U.S.C. 101

The term “inventor” means the individual or, if a 
joint invention, the individuals collectively who 
invented or discovered the subject matter of 
the invention.

35 U.S.C. 100(f)

The Supreme Court has held that, when used in 
statutes, the word “individual” refers to human 
beings unless there is “some indication Congress 
intended” a different reading. Nothing in the 
Patent Act indicates Congress intended to deviate 
from the default meaning.

Thaler v. Vidal, 2021-2347, 2022 WL 
3130863 (Fed. Cir. Aug. 5, 2022)

DABUS – U.S. View
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DABUS – U.S. View
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DABUS Not Inventor
• Australia

• Germany
• Europe
• United Kingdom

DABUS is Inventor
• South Africa

Decisions Pending
• Brazil, Canada, China, India, Israel, Japan, New 

Zealand, Korea, Saudi Arabia, Switzerland, 
Taiwan

DABUS – Other Countries



Could Data Get a UFP Patent in the 24th Century?

• Assume Thaler v. Vidal is still good law – only 
“individuals” can be inventors

• Is Data an “individual” in the 24th century?
• “Is Data a machine? Yes. Is he the property of Starfleet? 

No. …It is the ruling of this court that Lieutenant 
Commander Data has the freedom to choose.” – Captain 
Phillipa Louvois, The Measure of a Man.

• Does sentience matter?
• The Constitution does not prevent Congress from giving 

animals the power to bring suit - Cetacean Cmty. v. Bush, 
386 F.3d 1169 (9th Cir. 2004).

• But not in current U.S. copyright law - Naruto v. Slater, 888 
F.3d 418 (9th Cir. 2018).
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Who Owns Data’s Inventions?
• If Data is not an Individual
 Starfleet?
 Picard?
 Estate of Dr. Soong?

 If Data is an Individual
 Inventions owned by Data 
o Made without using Starfleet equipment or labs and 

o Outside of directed work or research

 Inventions owned by Starfleet
o Everything else



Questions?
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